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TWENTY-THIRD  REPORT. 


To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonivealth  of  Kentucky : 

The  undersigned  Trustees  respectfully  present  the  Twenty-Third 
Report  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 
The  year  1870  has  not,  like  most  of  the  years  that  preceded  it,  been 
a  year  of  uninterrupted  prosperity.    Several  cases  of  severe  illness 
have  occurred  among  the  pupils,  one  of  which  terminated  fatally. 
Eliza  J.  Hedges,  of  Daviess  county,  died  of  pneumonia  on  the  sixth 
day  of  May.    This  loved  pupil  was  left  in  early  childhood  a  penni- 
less orphan.    She  was  favored  by  nature  with  less  than  ordinary 
mental  endowments,  and  during  the  first  years  of  her  school  life  she 
was  regarded  as  one  of  the  least  docile  and  least  promising  pupils  in 
a  class  of  more  than  sixty.    More  than  a  year  before  her  lamented 
decease  a  remarkable  change  was  apparent  in  her  daily  life,  and  she 
greatly  endeared  herself  to  all  by  her  docility,  kindness,  gentleness, 
and  grateful  appreciation  of  every  favor.    The  Bible  became  the 
rule  of  her  life,  and  she  devoted  a  part  of  every  day  to  its  careful 
study.    Her  love  for  moral  and  religious  instruction  became  great 
and  constant,  and  in  her  conversation  and  letters  she  continually 
manifested  the  deepest  interest  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  her  school- 
mates and  friends.    Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Institution,  and  the  officers  and  pupils,  who  mourned  her  early  death 
as  that  of  a  sister  and  friend,  followed  her  remains  to  the  beautify.^: 
dell  in  Cave  Hill  Cemetery,  which  has  been  secured  by  the  Stnte  ot 
Kentucky  for  the  last  resting-place  of  her  sightless  children  who 
finish  their  earthly  course  while  connected  with  the  Institution. 

Thus  passed  away  from  the  School  the  fifth  pupil  that  has  beea 
removed  from  it  by  death  during  the  twenty-nine  years  of  its  exist- 
ence. Sincere  gratitude  is  due  to  the  Giver  of  all  Good  for  the  re- 
markable exemption  from  death  with  which  the  Institution  has  been 
favored  for  so  many  years,  as  well  as  for  the  bright  evidence  afforded 
in  the  beautiful  lives  and  triumphant  deaths  of  these  loved  and 
lamented  pupils,  that  they  truly  rem^embered  their  Creator  in  the  days 
of  their  childhood  and  youth. 
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The  number  of  pupils  connected  with  the  School  daring  the  last 
year  has  been  sixty-four — thirty-two  males  and  thirty-two  females. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  authorizes  the  Trustees  of  the  Institution  to  extend  the 
school  term  of  certain  meritorious  pupils  from  five  years,  as  formerly 
allowed  by  law,  to  seven  years,  the  number  of  pupils  has  increased; 
and  if  the  Trustees  had  authority  to  extend,  at  their  discretion,  the 
time  of  all  meritorious  pupils,  as  in  other  benevolent  institutions  in 
Kentucky  and  other  States,  the  number  would  be  much  larger. 

The  receipts  of  the  Institution  in  the  year  1870  have  been  as 
follows : 

Allowance  for  State  pupils  last  quarter  in  year  1869   $1 ,750  00 

Allowance  for  State  pupils  in  year  1870  :   $7,037  48 

Annual  appropriation  in  year  1870   6,000  00 

Prom  Louisiana  pupil  „   160  00 

From  sales  of  101  dozen  brooms,  $275  55;  pillows,  &c., 

$10  85    286  40 

Prom  sales  of  broom  machines  made  in  the  Institution   170  00 

  13,653  88 

$15,403  88 

Balance  against  Institution  January  1,  1870   2,135  2T-, 

$13,268  61 

The  expenditures  in  the  year  1870  have  been  as  fol- 
lows : 

Prorisions,  groceries,  medicines,  &c   $3,786  01 

Fuel,  oil,  &c   810  66 

Wages  of  servants  and  laborers   1,446  50 

Salaries  of  officers,  teachers,  and  physicians   4,505  55 

Louisville  Water  Company   256  90 

Maps  and  school  apparatus   260  90 

.  Books,  stationery,  and  music   103  36 

Sewing  machines   152  00 

Exhibition  at  Frankfort   165  45 

Materials  for  mechanical  department   686  94 

Furniture,  &c   396  00 

Dry  goods,  bedding,  carpets,  &c.   792  85 

Rent  of  garden  and  pasture   300  00 

Funeral  expenses  of  Eliza  J.  Hedges   91  00 

Stoves,  tinware,  hardware,  table-ware,   iron-work,  lawn- 
mower.  &c   388  67 

Lumber,  painting,  paving,  &c   286  72 

  14,429  51 

Balance  due  Treasurer  of  Institution  December  31,  1870    $1,160  90 


On  account  of  the  condition  of  the  State  Treasury,  we  failed  to 
receive  any  part  of  the  appropriation  made  to  this  Institution  by  the 
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Legislature  at  the  last  session  ;  and  most  of  the  improvements,  pro- 
vided for  by  that  appropriation,  have  been  necessarily  postponed 
until  the  coming  year. 

We  are,  how^ever,  happy  to  report  that  one  of  the  most  urgent 
wants  of  the  Institution  has  at  last  been  supplied  by  the  introduction 
of  water  from  the  Ohio  river.  The  Louisville  Water  Company,  in 
accordance  with  a  contract  with  this  Board,  laid,  in  June  last,  an 
iron  pipe,  six  inches  in  diameter,  from  the  main  pipe  of  the  company, 
on  Southall  street,  along  the  Shelbyville  road  to  the  western  boundary 
of  the  Institution.  For  the  use  of  the  pipe  and  water  the  Water 
Company  receives,  for  the  present,  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
cost  of  the  pipe. 

A  contract  for  connecting  the  pipe  laid  by  the  Water  Company, 
with  the  buildings  of  the  Institution,  by  a  pipe  eight  hundred  feet 
in  length,  was  made  with  Messrs.  J.  M.  Carson  &  Co.,  and  the  Insti- 
tution is  indebted  to  this  firm  for  work  already  satisfactorily  executed, 
to  the  amount  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

The  introduction  of  steam-h'eating  apparatus  into  the  Institution, 
and  the  removal  of  the  stoves  now  used  in  all  parts  of  the  building, 
are  vastl}'^  important  for  the  security  of  the  lives  of  the  pupils  and 
the  property  of  the  Institution  against  the  danger  from  fire.  With 
this  and  the  other  improvements  which  have  been  necessarily  post- 
poned till  the  coming  year,  the  buildings  of  this  Institution  will  be 
unsurpassed  by  those  of  any  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  the  United 
States. 

The  course  of  study  during  the  last  year  has  differed  little 
from  that  of  previous  years.  The  improvement  of  the  pupils  in 
the  various  departments  of  the  school  has  been  highly  gratifying, 
and  an  unusually  large  number  of  the  pupils,  of  both  sexes,  give 
good  promise  of  ability  to  secure  for  themselves  an  independent  and 
honorable  support  by  their  own  industry,  as  teachers  of  music,  liter- 
ary branches,  and  gymnastics,  and  as  mechanics. 

A  noteworthy  event  in  the  history  of  the  Institution  is  the  intro- 
duction of  sewing  machines  into  the  school  near  the  commencement 
of  the  last  year,  and  the  surprising  success  of  the  female  pupils  in 
the  use  of  the  American,  Wilcox  &  Gibbs,  Wheeler  <fe  Wilson,  and 
Howe  machines.  One  of  the  most  cheerful  and  interesting  rooms 
of  the  Institution  is  that  which,  for  two  hours  daily,  is  devoted  to 
the  sewing  class,  A  seamstress  is  no  longer  needed  in  this  Institu- 
tion ;  the  great  want  now  is  work  for  the  enthusiastic  operators. 
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The  Managers  of  this  Institution  set  a  very  hi^h  estimate  on  music, 
and  give  it  a  prominent  place  in  the  school ;  but  they  believe  that  part 
of  the  money  expended  in  musical  instruments  in  schools  for  the  blind 
might  profitably  be  invested  in  sewing  machines,  and  they  recom- 
mend the  introduction  of  these  machines  into  all  schools  for  the 
blind  in  the  United  States. 

The  members  of  this  Board  are  happy  to  believe  that  the  present 
pupils  of  this  Institution  are  receiving  such  intellectual,  moral,  and 
physical  training,  as  will  ever  prevent  them  from  following  the  ex- 
ample of  those  blind  graduates,  who,  after  receiving  an  education  at 
the  expense  of  the  State,  establish  lotteries,  travel  over  the  country, 
and  induce  kind  but  credulous  persons  to  purchase  tickets,  under  the 
vain  pretense  that  the  profits  of  their  lotteries  will  be  expended  in 
printing  a  newspaper  for  the  blind. 

The  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  established  in  this  city 
by  several  States  of  the  Union,  is  actively  .engaged  in  the  work  of 
printing  books  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind  in  the  United  States  ; 
and  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  the*  chief  obstacles  to  the  success 
of  this  benevolent  Institution  have  been  removed.  The  Institution  is 
extending  its  operations  over  larger  territory  than  formerly,  and  its 
prospects  for  extensive  and  permanent  usefulness  are  constantly 
increasing.  In  common  with  the  Managers  of  other  Schools  for  the 
Blind,  we  are  deeply  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  this  National  In- 
stitution, and  we  shall  continue  to  give  to  it  all  the  aid  in  our  power. 
In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Trustees  of  the  American 
Pi'inting  House  for  the  Blind,  we  have  authorized  Mr.  B.  M.  Patten, 
the  indefatigable  founder  and  director  of  the  Kentucky  Institution 
for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  to  accept  the  office  of  Director  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  and  to  devote  as  much  of 
his  time  to  the  interests  of  the  latter  Institution  as  he  may  be  able 
to  do  without  serious  interference  with  his  duties  as  Director  of  the 
former. 

The  attempt  to  destroy  "  The  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,"  and  to  induce  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  incor- 
porate an  institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  name  of 
•'The  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  and  University  for  the 
Blind,''  and  to  appropriate  to  it  half  a  million  of  dollars,  has  been 
repeatedly  defeated ;  and  as  the  Managers  of  Institutions  for  the 
Blind,  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  have  earnestly  remonstrated 
against  the  incorporation  and  endowment  of  such  an  institution  in 
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the  District  of  Columbia,  and  as  distinguished  gentlemen  in  various 
States  have  forbidden  the  unauthorized  use  of  their  names  in  support 
of  it,  it  is  not  probable  that  members  of  Congress  will  hereafter  be 
annoyed  with  petitions  to  induce  them  to  favor,  it. 

In  conclusion,  we  respectfully  commend  the  Kentucky  Institution 
for  the  Blind  to  the  care  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  cordially  invite  them  to  visit  and  examine  the  School,  in  the 
confident  assurance  that,  as  ever  heretofore,  its  entire  management 
will  receive  their  cordial  approval. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

T.  S.  BELL, 

THOS.  E.  BRAMLETTE, 

J.  G.  BARRET, 

WM.  KENDRICK, 

JAMES  HARRISON, 

HENRY  J.  STITES, 

ALFRED  T.  POPE, 

Trustees. 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Louisville,  December  31,  1870. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1870. 


NAMES. 

RESmENCO:. 

Lucy  E.  Armstrong,  - 

Lexington. 

Lillie  Armstrong,  -       -       -  - 

Lexington. 

William  Atteburv,     -       -  - 

-.    Hart  county. 

Hamilton  Balentine, 

Louisville. 

Laura  G.  Bean,        ^       -  . 

Mount  Sterling. 

Percy  S.  Boullemet,       .       .  . 

Louisiana. 

Alice  Bradley,  -       -       -  - 

-  Louisville. 

Mary  Cavanaugh,  -       -       -  - 

Louisville. 

John  Cheap,     -       -       -  - 

Ashland. 

William  Clarke,    -       -       -  - 

Louisville. 

William  Davis,        _       .  . 

-    Jefferson  county. 

Martha  J.  Daniel,  -       -       -  - 

Johnson  county. 

Francis  P.  Dernier,  - 

Louisville. 

Frank  T.  Ellis,      -       -       -  - 

Louisville. 

John  M.  Ernst,  -       -       -  - 

-       -       -  Louisville. 

Jane  B.  Fitzpatrick,     -       -  - 

Hart  county. 

Algernon  T.  Flournoy, 

-  Paducah. 

Charles  Frederick,        .       _  _ 

Louisville. 

Mary  E.  Gallagher^  - 

Louisville. 

Josephus  Getton,  -       -       -  - 

Grayson  county. 

Theresa  E.  Getton,  - 

* 

-    Grayson  county- 

Franklin  C.  Godbey, 

Bedford. 

Robert  Green,  -       -       -  - 

-    Grant  county. 

Covington  B.  Guion,     -       -  - 

Louisville. 

Richard  J.  Hambleton, 

-  Ashland. 

Catherine  M.  Hardin,   -       -  - 

McLean  county. 

Lenora  B.  Hardin,   -       -  - 

-    McLean  county. 

.Tohn  J.  Hardin,    -       -       .  - 

McLean  county. 

Richard  Hardin,       .       .  _ 

-    McLean  county. 

Eliza  J.  Hedges,*  -       -       -  - 

Daviess  county. 
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NAMES. 

RESIDENCE. 

Josepn.  W.  Heiser,    -       -  - 

Newport. 

r>U„J_     T  TT;ii 

rtnoda  J.  Hills,     .       .       .  _ 

Campbell -county . 

Annie  0.  Hoinire, 

-  Louisville. 

Anna  Hussk,        -       .       .  . 

Fayette  county. 

XiUen  Kenney,  -       -       -  - 

T           •         *  1 1 

Louisville. 

r  ranees  Little,      -       .       .  . 

Butler  county. 

Jiidvvard  E.  Martin,  -  - 

-    Boone  county. 

Clara  Mattingly,   -       -       -  - 

Louisville. 

Keuben  McClanahan, 

Logan  county. 

John  iVlcElhone,    -       -       .  . 

Louisville. 

1  nomas  Meddis, 

-    Jefferson  county. 

George  M.  Miller,  -       -       -  - 

Hawesville. 

Louisa  Monohan, 

Louisville. 

Emma  Moorman,  -       -       -  - 

Hardin  county. 

James  E.  Murra}^,     -       .  . 

Newport. 

Benjamin  H.  Myers, 

i\ichoIas  county. 

Sallie  M.  Neal,        -       -  - 

Lexington. 

George  F.  Nevill,  -       -       -  - 

Shelby  county. 

Alice  rarsons,  -       -       -  - 

Louisville. 

Virginia  rorter,    -       -       -  - 

Louisville. 

Julia  rurnell,    -       -       -  - 

-  Maysville. 

Mary  t .  Kogers,    -       -       -  . 

Fayette  county. 

Rebecca  V.  Rogers,  - 

-    Fayette  county. 

Elizabeth  Koss,     .       .       .  . 

Meade  countv. 

Georgia  Sale,  -       -       -  - 

-  Louisville. 

T     1           O  ^ 

John  ^^ummers,     -       .       .  . 

Llizabethtown. 

Henry  T.  Tovvnes,    -       -  - 

T  T  1 

Henderson  county 

Herminia  Iroendle,      .       .  . 

T           ■  '11 

Louisville. 

John  H.  Vernon, 

-    Hardin  county. 

Mary  A.  Walker,  -       -       -  - 

Louisville. 

James  M.  West,       .       -  - 

-    Christian  county. 

Mary  Williams,    -  - 

Meade  county. 

Martha  Williams, 

-    Meade  county. 

William  J.  Winfrey, 

Columbia. 

♦Deceased, 
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ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 

The  Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind  has  been  in  successful  opera- 
tion twenty-nine  years.  It  was  established  by  the  Legislature  for 
the  instruction  of  those  children  and  youth  who  are  blind,  and  for 
those  whose  sight  is  so  imperfect  that  they  cannot  see  to  read.  All 
such  children,  of  suitable  age  and  of  good  moral  character,  are  re- 
ceived and  educated  at  the  expense  of  the  Institution,  which  is  a 
State  school,  equally  free  to  the  rich  and  the  poor. 

The  pupils  are  instructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in 
the  branches  usually  taught  in  public  schools  and  academies  for  see- 
ing pupils.  The  boys  are  also  taught  mechanical  trades,  to  enable 
them  to  support  themselves  independently  after  leaving  the  Institu- 
tion. The  girls  are  taught  to  use  sewing  machines,  and  to  do  vari- 
ous kinds  of  fancy  work. 

The  pupils,  generally,  are  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  many 
of  them  make  wonderful  advancement  in  their  studies,  and  qualify 
themselves  to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics,  and  other  branches 
of  learning. 

The  Legislature  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  blind 
children  and  youth  of  Kentucky. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  first  day  of  October, 
and  terminates  on  the  first  day  of  July.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
pupils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session;  but  new 
pupils  will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  session. 

Persons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  school,  will  please  to  send 
the  name,  age,  and  post-office  address  of  the  applicant  to  Mr.  Bryce 
M.  Patten,  Louisville,  Ky.,  who  will  cheerfully  communicate  any 
necessary  information  in  regard  to  the  Institution. 


